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forty or fifty dollars per month more from the state, through some pension scheme, they would be doubly better off. Thus the unique phenomenon of a radical rentier class arose.
My friend Walter Duranty suggests a point here. It is the effect of excessive sunlight on northerners. "Iowa .gets here/' he put it, "and goes crazy." Something of the same characteristic may be observed in the south of France. The Provencal natives don't become eccentric, but the invading British do. Even Aldous Huxley became a mystic when exposed to the California sun long enough. The religious factor is, indeed, closely associated with all the movements of the discontented, particularly in the south. The radical rentiers look for salvation in lunatic manifestations of God as well as in lunatic manifestations of medicine and economics. They were folk who were "somebody** back home; they think they know the answers; they like certainty; hence, in every field, they seek dogma.
Pick up any copy of a Los Angeles newspaper, and read the "religious" advertisements. They are unique; this is theology in extremis. I cannot go into details; merely to list the most bizarre organizations would take a page. But the fabulous economic power of the chief crackpot groups is not always appreciated. The size of their congregations, the amount of real estate they accumulate, the number of contributors on whom they call, can become staggering. Take the case of Arthur Lowler Osborn Fountaine Bell and his Mankind United organization. His new church has, according to Time (May 21, 1945), $3,400,000 in assets, including "two laundries, six hotels, five restaurants, two canneries, two lumber mills ... a cheese factory, and 10,000 acres." What does Mr. Bell believe in? That "he has seven doubles all capable of thinking as one," and that he "can transport himself anywhere in an instant by an act of his own will." Mr. Bell's agility was not, however, sufficient to keep him from being indicted for sedition after Pearl Harbor. He was convicted in a Federal court; at the moment of writing,'the case is on appeal. Most of the extreme cultists have, or had, strong Fascist leanings, since they believe in salvation through "energy and power." Or consider the "I Am" organization which, according to Carey McWilliams, had at one time over three million dollars in assets, mostly from sales of its revelations in pamphlet form, small individual contributions from believers, and "love offerings." For the "I Am" crowd had strong sexual as well as revivalist overtones, as did the McPherson movement. And it, too, was explored and cultivated by would-be Fascists.
There is, finally, another factor. It rises, as Raymond Swing once pointed out in an acute essay on Dr. Townsend, straight out of traditional western leanings toward cheap money, "inconsequent radicalism," and the belief that you can beat the law of supply and demand by inflation. A good deal of California radicalism is simply free silver up-to-date. ,